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INTRODUCTION1

There was nothing in David’s stature that would indicate his fitness
to serve as king. Yet, it was not the outward countenance that God
looked upon. Rather, we learn it was what was inside of the man that
concerned Jehovah. The Lord said to Samuel (in regard to Eliab,
David’s older brother): “Look not on his countenance, or on the height
of his stature; because I have refused him: for the Lord seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh
on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). By the process of elimination, David was
chosen and anointed as the next king. From that point on, David’s life
was a difficult one, full of God-given victories, which were accompa-
nied by many disappointments. One of David’s greatest disappoint-
ments had to be Absalom’s revolt against him and his subsequent death.
However, it was Absalom’s death that led to David’s ultimate place-
ment as king over all of Israel.

In the midst of the details surrounding David’s being accepted as
king, a striking event unfolded. In 2 Samuel 20, during the tribal
arguments going on in Gilgal, a Benjamite, named Sheba, proclaimed:
“We have no part in David, neither have we inheritance in the son of
Jesse” (2 Sam. 20:1). We are confident that Sheba knew neither the
implications nor the ramifications of his statements on that day.

PROMISES MADE BY JEHOVAH

After David’s tumultuous reign, his son Solomon rose to the throne
to reign for forty years. Solomon’s time was a time of peace and
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prosperity following David’s great conquests. However, shortly after
the death of Solomon, the kingdom was rent asunder. Rehoboam’s
foolishness, and Jeroboam’s seizing of the opportunity, provided the
catalyst for the events to unfold as they did. The combination of those
events again served to test Jehovah’s promise, the promise which He
had made beginning with Abraham and coming down to David. During
the time of the events surrounding the dividing of the kingdom,
Jehovah promised: “And unto his (Solomon’s, DWW) son (Rehoboam,
DWW) will I give one tribe, that David my servant may have a light
alway before me in Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen me to put
my name there” (1 Kgs. 11:36).

It may very well be that Jehovah’s promise made to David was
directly tested more than any other promise He made. During the times
of the two Jehorams, one the king of Israel and the other the king of
Judah, both kingdoms were exceedingly wicked before the Lord. It was
said of Jehoram of Judah: “And he walked in the way of the kings of
Israel, like as did the house of Ahab: for he had the daughter of Ahab
to wife: and he wrought that which was evil in the eyes of the Lord”
(2 Chr. 21:6). It would be because of this wickedness that Israel would
go into captivity. It is also here that we see a prophecy made by
Jehovah concerning Judah and the seed of David. Notice the following
two passages which reaffirm what God had promised unto David.

Howbeit the Lord would not destroy the house of David, because
of the covenant that he had made with David, and as he promised
to give a light to him and to his sons for ever (2 Chr. 21:7).

Yet the Lord would not destroy Judah for David his servant's
sake, as he promised him to give him alway a light, and to his
children (2 Kgs. 8:19).

In these verses, and if we include the 1 Kings 11:36 passage, we are
reminded of many great Messianic truths. Yet, the material that must
be studied neither begins nor ends with these passages.

As we embark upon a detailed study of these promises, our
attention will first be turned to the beginning of these promises. Then,
we will work our way forward.

DAVID’S DESIRE AND GOD’S PROMISES
CONCERNING THE HOUSE OF THE LORD

In 2 Samuel 7, we learn that the Lord had given rest to David from
all of his enemies. In this setting, David desired to build a house for the
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Lord and he approached Nathan the prophet concerning his thoughts.
Nathan spoke hastily and promised that the Lord was with David and
that he should proceed with his plan. However, the Lord appeared to
Nathan and let him know that David’s plans were not to be. David
would not build a house for the Lord. That task would be left to his son,
Solomon. It is in this setting that Jehovah makes David a promise. To
David, Jehovah promised:

And when thy days be fulfilled, and thou shalt sleep with thy
fathers, I will set up thy seed after thee, which shall proceed out
of thy bowels, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build an
house for my name, and I will stablish the throne of his kingdom
for ever. I will be his father, and he shall be my son. If he
commit iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men: But my mercy shall not
depart away from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I put away
before thee. And thine house and thy kingdom shall be estab-
lished for ever before thee: thy throne shall be established for
ever (2 Sam. 7:12-16).

This passage serves as a foundation for the remainder of our study. As
we consider this passage, we see that promises concerning David’s
seed, the building of a house, and the establishment of a kingdom are
made. It is significant that these are the very matters that will be ever
before our minds as we follow the descendants of Abraham and David
in the pages of Holy Writ.

Before we turn our attention specifically to the statements made by
Jehovah in 1 Kings 11:36, 2 Chronicles 21:7 and 2 Kings 8:19, we need
to further notice the roadblocks that had to be overcome for Jehovah to
fulfill His promises. Noticing such opposition, and God’s activity in
overcoming that opposition, will only add to the power of God’s
statements, and it will make the light shine even brighter.

EVEN GREATER TESTS WOULD FOLLOW

Before 805 B.C., the major threat to the Northern Kingdom of
Israel was Syria. However, in 805 B.C., that changed because Abad-
narari III of Assyria defeated Damascus, the capital of Syria. For the
next 60 years, Israel was at relative peace. Assyria’s expansion was
minimal, if not dormant all together.

It was during this time that Jeroboam II of Israel began his reign
(782 B.C.). During his reign, the borders of Israel were spread to cover,
for all practical purposes, the same territory as Solomon’s kingdom.
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The result of this peace and expansion was great prosperity. Israel had
control over the trade routes and during this time an affluent, wealthy
upper class developed. All things looked bright for God’s people, at
least in the physical arena. Spiritually, she was running farther and
farther away from her God, Jehovah.

It was in this setting that the prophet Amos was sent to Israel to
prophesy. Although Amos was from the Southern Kingdom, he was
sent to the Northern Kingdom with a message of doom. Other prophets
who had the task of warning Israel of that which loomed on the horizon
were Micah and Isaiah. Hosea was also sent on the eve of the Assyrian
aggression.

In 745 B.C., the political landscape changed. Tiglath Pileser III
ascended to the throne and, at that point, Assyrian expansion resumed
on a large scale. The times were very unstable, and in 721 B.C.,
Samaria, the capital of Israel fell and the Northern Kingdom was
exiled. A significant point to keep in mind here is that the Northern
Kingdom, at this point in time, lost its national identity and never
regained it.

JUDAH AVOIDS ASSYRIAN CAPTIVITY

Though Micah and Isaiah both spoke of Israel’s captivity at the
hands of the Assyrians, their prominent task was directed toward Judah,
the Southern Kingdom. Judah could often be compared to what Israel
had done. She spurned God’s will and followed the idols of the pagans,
just as Israel did. However, there were some very significant contrasts.
After Israel fell, under the guidance of Sennacherib, assault was made
against Judah. In 2 Kings 18:14-16, we see that Hezekiah submitted to
the tributary that was laid upon him and Judah. This passage states:

And Hezekiah king of Judah sent to the king of Assyria to
Lachish, saying, I have offended; return from me: that which
thou puttest on me will I bear. And the king of Assyria appointed
unto Hezekiah king of Judah three hundred talents of silver and
thirty talents of gold. And Hezekiah gave him all the silver that
was found in the house of the Lord, and in the treasures of the
king's house. At that time did Hezekiah cut off the gold from the
doors of the temple of the Lord, and from the pillars which
Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid, and gave it to the king of
Assyria.
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Yet, Sennacherib was not satisfied. He continued his aggression with
the desire of the subjugating Hezekiah and Jerusalem, the capital of
Judah. James E. Smith wrote:

Sennacherib had little difficulty conquering all the fortified cities
of Judah. By his own count there were forty-six such cities. The
Assyrian had his headquarters at Lachish, about twenty-five
miles southwest of Jerusalem. While Sennacherib remained at
Lachish directing the attack against Philistia, he dispatched three
of his top officers, the Rabshakeh, Tartan and Rabsaris (2 Kgs
18:17) with enough troops to intimidate Hezekiah. Isaiah
emphasized the irony that the Rabshakeh (NIV “field com-
mander”) challenged the trust policy of Hezekiah in the very
spot where some thirty-three years earlier Isaiah had challenged
King Ahaz to commit himself to such a policy.2

Sennacherib’s goal was to gain the victory by overthrowing Jerusalem
and Hezekiah. Sennacherib sent his ambassadors who promptly
insulted Hezekiah and his God, Jehovah. Upon this threat, Hezekiah
prayed to Jehovah and his prayer was heard. The account of Judah’s
deliverance is set forth in 2 Kings chapters 19 and 20.

And it came to pass that night, that the angel of the Lord went
out, and smote in the camp of the Assyrians an hundred four-
score and five thousand: and when they arose early in the
morning, behold, they were all dead corpses. So Sennacherib
king of Assyria departed, and went and returned, and dwelt at
Nineveh. And it came to pass, as he was worshipping in the
house of Nisroch his god, that Adrammelech and Sharezer his
sons smote him with the sword: and they escaped into the land
of Armenia. And Esarhaddon his son reigned in his stead. In
those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah
the son of Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the
Lord, Set thine house in order; for thou shalt die, and not live.
Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayed unto the Lord,
saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I have
walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have
done that which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore.
And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle
court, that the word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again,
and tell Hezekiah the captain of my people, Thus saith the Lord,
the God of David thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen
thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou shalt go
up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days
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fifteen years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand
of the king of Assyria; and I will defend this city for mine own
sake, and for my servant David's sake (2 Kgs. 19:35-20:6).

As we close the latter verses of this context, we are reminded of those
promises Jehovah had made many years earlier.

BABYLONIAN CAPTIVITY WAS NOT AVOIDED

Even though Judah did not fall to the Assyrians, she was not able
to avoid captivity altogether. In his prophecy, Jeremiah would center
upon Babylonian captivity. His prophecy was basically a revealing of
three options that stood before Judah. First, captivity could be avoided
altogether if Judah would repent. As it became clearer that that would
not happen, Jeremiah’s prophecy evolved. The message became that if
Judah would accept captivity as God directed, and submit to it, then the
burden of captivity would be lightened. They could continue to dwell
in their own houses and continue to reap the bounties of their fields.
Yet, Judah’s heart was hardened to the point that they were unwilling
to submit even to this. Finally, Jeremiah’s message was that captivity
is certain, displacement will be a fact, and there is nothing they can do
about it. On the surface, it must have appeared that Judah’s fate was no
different than that of Israel.

The similarities, however, were not as abundant as one might think.
As consistently as Jeremiah spoke of the certainty of captivity, he also
spoke of a return from captivity. Captivity would last only seventy
years. Prophets such as Isaiah, Micah, and Ezekiel also spoke of the
certainty of a return. Significant to our study is the fact that the
promised return from captivity was not based upon the goodness of
Judah. With the exception of a few good kings, there was really no
difference between Judah and her sister Israel. No, the promise was not
made because of Judah’s goodness, but more specifically because of
the promises made by Jehovah to the “man after his own heart” (1 Sam.
13:14)—David.

DAVID’S PROMINENCE

With the development of a Messianic bloodline in the Old
Testament came an excluding of certain ones, as well as a narrowing of
possibilities, and there was a specificity concerning the ones through
whom the Messiah would come. The very first Messianic prophecy
(Gen. 3:15) not only points to woman’s part in the bringing of the
Messiah, it also eliminates man. It was stated that it would be the “seed
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of woman,” not of man, as was the norm. Then, in Genesis 22:18, not
only was Abraham set forth, but all other families were eliminated.
Again, we see Isaac brought to the forefront in Genesis 21:12, but we
also see Ishmael excluded. In Numbers 24:17, Jacob was “loved” and
Esau was “hated.” Genesis 49:10 marks the tribe of Judah and, in so
doing, the other eleven tribes were eliminated. Continuing, we see it
would be the seed of Jesse (Isa. 11:1, 10), but not just any seed. Jesse
had at least eight sons and all of them were eliminated, all with the
exception of David. David would be the chosen one (Jer. 23:5; Ps.
132:11; 2 Sam. 7:12-16).

At this point, there seems to be a greater significance placed upon
David. It is as if a magnifying glass was placed upon this great servant
in the Old Testament. When Matthew wrote his account of the Gospel,
he addressed it to the Jews. It is therefore no surprise that he would
open with the genealogy of Christ. What might be somewhat of a
surprise is that in the introduction of that genealogy—in the very first
verse of the book—he wrote: “The book of the generation of Jesus
Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham” (Mt. 1:1). Is there any
significance in David’s being mentioned before Abraham? The
question might not even be raised were it not for the fact that there is
a strong emphasis in the New Testament concerning the Davidic line.

In Matthew 22, Jesus was tried by the religious leaders. In each
instance, He silenced His critics with the simplicity of His logic. As the
chapter closes, Jesus asked the Pharisees a question. Their answer is
germane to our discussion. Jesus asked: “What think ye of Christ?
whose son is he? They say unto him, The Son of David” (Mt. 22:42).
In studying the four Gospel accounts, we are impressed with the fact
that this is no isolated example, but it is seen consistently. In the minds
of the Jews, Christ would be the Son of David.

In the preaching found in the book of Acts, the Davidic bloodline
is leaned upon heavily. Acts 13:34ff can serve as an example of what
is found throughout the preaching of our first century brethren. When
preaching that Christ rose from the dead, David is introduced into the
discussion. Even in the close of the New Testament, when we are
allowed a peek into the throne room, we behold “a Lamb as it had been
slain” standing (Rev. 5:6). This Lamb is said to be “the Lion of the
tribe of Juda, the Root of David” (Rev. 5:5). It is as if the Jews of the
first century, and even our brethren, had placed a magnifying glass
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upon this shepherd lad who rose to the throne. The reason seems all too
obvious. It is because God exalted David in the Old Testament.

THE HOUSE OF DAVID

In 2 Chronicles 21:7, we read that Jehovah “would not destroy the
house of David.” This statement is contrasted with 2 Kings 8:19, which
says that Jehovah “would not destroy Judah for David his servant's
sake.” David and Judah were linked together. The house of David is the
same as Judah. Jehovah had promised David, years earlier, to build him
a house (2 Sam. 7:12-16). In that passage, he also promised that “thine
house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy
throne shall be established for ever” (v. 16).

In the context of these passages, it seems that both Israel and Judah
deserved to be destroyed because of wickedness. Yet, David’s house
would still stand. This was because of God’s promise to David.

As we shine the light of the New Testament upon these two
passages, we soon come to realize that the house of which He speaks
is “the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and ground of the truth” (1 Tim. 3:15). In that light, there is an
interesting prophecy found in the Book of Amos. In that prophecy, God
said:

In that day will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen,
and close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins,
and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may possess
the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen, which are called by
my name, saith the Lord that doeth this (Amos 9:11-12).

We would have no idea what that passage meant were it not for the fact
that we are given a Divine commentary on this prophecy. In Acts 15,
when the brethren met to consider the Gentiles standing with God and
concerning the church, James quoted that passage from Amos 9. James
not only quoted this Scripture, he applied it to the inclusion of the
Gentiles—which was in God’s plan all along. James called for their
attention, and then said:

And after they had held their peace, James answered, saying,
Men and brethren, hearken unto me: Simeon hath declared how
God at the first did visit the Gentiles, to take out of them a
people for his name. And to this agree the words of the prophets;
as it is written, After this I will return, and will build again the
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build again
the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue of men
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might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon whom my
name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these things (Acts
15:13-17).

David’s house would not be destroyed, because it was an integral part
of God’s Messianic plan. God’s unwillingness to destroy David’s house
(as He had Israel) was for this very reason.

Now, we come to the main focus of this lesson, i.e., that which is
said concerning the light. Thus, let us focus our attention on what is
said concerning the “light.”

GOD PROMISED TO GIVE HIM A LIGHT ALWAYS

One of the prominent images in Scripture is light. In God’s Word,
the Bible, light emerges as one of its major and most complex symbols.
We are introduced to light early in Scripture. In Genesis 1:3 we read:
“And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.” At the close of
God’s revelation to man, a magnificent promise is made: “And there
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever
and ever” (Rev. 22:5).

In Scripture, we note a conflict between light and darkness. In
Genesis 1:4, light and darkness are separated (v. 4). Yet, in verse 16 we
see light has the properties of rulership—“God made two great lights;
the greater light to rule the day, and the lesser light to rule the night: he
made the stars also.” Even in the Exodus light is significant. In the
midst of the plagues, we see the Egyptians’ plight compared to the
Israelites. “They (the Egyptians, DWW) saw not one another, neither
rose any from his place for three days: but all the children of Israel had
light in their dwellings” (Ex. 10:23). Later, in the wilderness, light
stands out in a great role. Exodus 13:21 says: “And the Lord went
before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by
night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night.”
Here, it should be noted that light was not self-generated. It came forth
from Jehovah, Who is light (1 Jn. 1:5). In both of the above Exodus
passages, light indicates God’s presence and His provision of leader-
ship and safety.

In the Lord’s promise concerning David, in the passages under
consideration for our study, “a light” is mentioned. Jehovah promised
“a light ... forever” (2 Chr. 21:7) and “always” (2 Kgs. 8:19; 1 Kgs.
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11:36). We dare not let the simplicity of these passages overshadow the
brilliance of their imagery.

Beginning with the direct impact of the imagery, we must consider
that when a lamp was shining in a dwelling place, it indicated occu-
pancy. Spoken of David and his sons, we are reminded that there would
always be a descendant of David over at least one of the tribes—
namely, the tribe of Judah.

In the Northern Kingdom of Israel, made up of the ten tribes, there
were nineteen kings, all of whom were bad. Of those nineteen kings,
there were nine dynasties or nine different families represented in
ruling over Israel. In the Southern Kingdom of Judah, made up of the
two tribes, there were nineteen kings; however, they all represented one
dynasty. That dynasty was made of David’s family or seed. In this
sense, there would be a “light” always in the house of David.

FELLOWSHIP AND THE LIGHT

As we expand the imagery of “light” as mentioned in association
with Judah, we must consider the “fellowship” issues that are associ-
ated with that imagery. In 1 John 1:5-7, this link is obvious. There John
states:

This then is the message which we have heard of him, and
declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at
all. If we say that we have fellowship with him, and walk in
darkness, we lie, and do not the truth: But if we walk in the light,
as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and
the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.

Again, in consideration of our passages, and particularly their introduc-
ing the imagery of “light,” we must, at the very least, be reminded that
David’s seed would have fellowship with God. This fellowship would
be in God’s redemptive plan. Amos rhetorically asked: “Can two walk
together, except they be agreed?” (Amos 3:3). Judah would not always
be in agreement of God. Though their captivity would be delayed
(compared to that of Israel), it was not because they were more
righteous and maintained holiness. With the exceptions of a handful of
good kings, Judah was just as wicked as Israel, her northern counter-
part. However, Jehovah had made a promise to Abraham and to David.
Messiah would come from their descendants. In this way, in the
working of His redemptive plan, Judah would maintain a tie to
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Jehovah. “Light,” as mentioned in this context, thus reminds us of this
fellowship.

THE CHURCH AND THE LIGHT

Developing the imagery of light, we are again reminded of the
Lord’s church. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus reminded us that His
disciples must let their “light[s] so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Mt.
5:16). Though this has an indirect association to the church, we do not
have to stretch the imagery. In Colossians 1:12-13, we find a passage
that directly associates the church with light. Paul penned:

Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be
partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: Who hath
delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us
into the kingdom of his dear Son.

Notice how those who had been translated “into the kingdom of his
dear Son” are the “partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light.”
When John the immerser was making straight the way of the Lord, he
was preparing the way for “the dayspring from on high hath visited us,
To give light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to
guide our feet into the way of peace” (Lk. 1:78-79). In this way, Jesus
can legitimately be referred to as “the light of the world,” Who, if
followed, will take men out of darkness and give them the “light of
life” (Jn. 8:12).

These promises and this thought of light are for those who are “in
Christ Jesus,” which is equivalent to being in His church. Before
continuing in another line of thought, it should be mentioned again that
this applies not only to Judah and the Jews, but also to the Gentiles.
Earlier, we considered Amos 9:11-12, where the breaches of the
tabernacle of David were to be restored, and we showed how James, in
Acts 15, gave us a divine commentary on this prophecy. There, he tied
that prophecy directly to the entrance of the Gentiles into the church.
The light would not be exclusively for Judah and David, but it would
be brought through the “Seed of David,” who is the “Root of David”
(Rev. 5:5), or even “the Branch of righteousness to grow up unto
David” (Jer. 33:15; Zech. 3:8; 6:12).

THE REWARD AND THE LIGHT

Finally, we will notice how the “light” is also associated with our
final reward. In the last two chapters of Revelation, we see a number of
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references made to “light.” In studying this section of the book, we
learn that all of the enemies of the Lamb have been conquered and
removed. It is a splendid view of the redeemed and the reward that
Jehovah bestows upon them for their faithfulness. In Revelation 21:10-
11, John is given a view of “that great city, the holy Jerusalem.”
Reporting on what he saw, John relates:

And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and high moun-
tain, and shewed me that great city, the holy Jerusalem, descend-
ing out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her
light was like unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper
stone, clear as crystal.

The magnificence of the light as set in that city stirs our thoughts and
our anticipation of such glorious beauty. Again, the imagery of light is
set forth in a regal position in Revelation 21:23-24. There, John says:

And the city had no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shine in it: for the glory of God did lighten it, and the Lamb is
the light thereof. And the nations of them which are saved shall
walk in the light of it: and the kings of the earth do bring their
glory and honour into it.

What a glorious privilege light possesses as it is directly associated
with the Lamb Who is worthy of praise. The last reference to light in
the Book of Revelation is just as encouraging, relating: “And there
shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the
sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever
and ever” (Rev. 22:5). Surely, the light promised to continue in David’s
house has some reference to the final rest provided for the children of
God.

CONCLUSION

From the beginning of God’s Word to its close, light plays a
significant role in our understanding of Jehovah, His plan, His Son, and
His redemptive scheme. Intertwined in this imagery is the king who
was a man after God’s own heart, David. We cannot contemplate the
golden thread that courses the pages of Holy Writ without spending
considerable time with that great man of God. Upon reflection of
David’s role in God’s scheme and the complete redemptive work of
Christ, we cannot help but be reminded that to the young gospel
preacher, Timothy, Paul declared: “And without controversy great is
the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the
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Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the
world, received up into glory” (1 Tim. 3:16, emphasis added). With
such “great and precious promises” (2 Pet. 1:4) given, let us dwell in
the light and continue therein as we all study our Bibles more.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 J.E. Smith, The Major Prophets, Isa. 36:1-20 (Joplin, MO: College Press,
1992), 108.
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